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THE SPEECH 
OF 


M. MOREAU DE ST. MERRY. 


ELECTORS OF PARTS, 
CITIZENS, FRENCHAMIEN! 


HE glorious epoch is now arrived, 
when France quits her chains, emerges 


from her darkneſs, and is warmed to anima- 
tion, by the bright beams of the Sun of Li- 
berty. The moment is of valt import, the 


prize is invaluable ; for the nobleſt rights of 
mankind, and the happineſs of millions, mutt 
now or never be aſſerted and ſecured. If 
we ſucceed, future ages ſhall honour us as 


HEROES, ſhall worſhip us as DEITIES, 


while our immediate and immenſe reward is 
Ebbe ſalvation of our couniry! O God-like 


enthuſiaſm ! "The tear of joy burſts from my 
eyes; my full heart ſtruggles with ecſtacy, 
when I behold you all aſſembled in a cauſe 
worthy of yourſelves—the Causr of FREE. 
Dom! Then be ſtrenuous, be united, be 
moderate—yet be unſhaken ! 
With minds enhghtened, and with hearts 
fincere, we have long groaned in bondage, 
and been treated with ignominy. Brave in 


Az character, 
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character, gencrous in diſpoſition, magnani- 


mous in exertion, we have yet been Sravrs | 


but even then were ParRIorSs. Rejoice, 
ve men of virtue! ye men of honor! ye men 
oi wiſdom ! The patriotiſm of France is no 
longer prejudice ; it is now founded in rea- 
fon, it is now fixed on truth. The abomi- 
nable and inhuman engine of unrelentin 
deſpotiſm is deftroyed—the Baſtile is anni- 
hilated, and the wretch who govern ed it, and 
who was worthy of his truſt, is now no more: 


he has juſtly paid the price of his treachery; 


his infamy has met with its reward. 

Vet let the remembrance of the tyranny 
of that ſtate-priſon live for ever in your bo- 
ſonis; recolle& that its miſerable victims were 
facriticed, with a ſhameleſs ſecrecy, at the 
altar of private malice. Alas! yes ; without 
juitice, and without appeal, your fellow- crea- 
tures, your countrymen, have languiſhed a- 
way their lives in horrid dungeons, and thro? 
vears of ſolitary ſufferance have had no con- 
folation but from frenzy, no hope but death! 
- - + + « I muſt pauſe; for the idea of ſuch 
barbarity, and of fuch endurance, choaks my 
utterance, and overcomes me. O may it alſo 
confirm you in your duty ! | 

My friends! It is neceſſary for us fre- 
quently to call to mind, that Kings are only 
reſpeRable as they are uſeful ; if they reign but 
for themſelves, or ſacrifice the public good 

to 


4 — 
— Y — 


—ũ—ä—ꝓ— —— — 


„ 
io their private gratiſications, they are to be 
conſidered as deſtructive monſters, and are 
only ſit to be extirpated. A monarch poſ- 
ſelles a fictitious, but no natural ſuperiority 
whatever, The original intent of his eleva- 
tion was for the general advantage, and the 

eople are in conſeience no longer bound to 
ober him, than he has merit to deſerve obe- 
dience. 

Our preſent gracious King is, indeed, 
moderate and conciliating; he ſeems to place 
his confidence in the affection of his fellocu- 
ciiizens 5 he appears willing, in future, to 
exert liis proper authority in the manner that 
he OUGHT 3 but Sovereigns, from their 
ſitnations, are generally revengeful, and not 
ſeldom inſincere: Flattery weakens their 
principles, and pride ſwallows up their hu- 
manity. Beſides, the belt of them are but 
too often the dupes of deſigning men, 
and are liable to be governed by infamous 
women, or preſumptuous miniſters, and are, 
for the molt part, totally incapable of form- 
ing a fair eſtimate of their relative duties. 

To prove this aſſertion true, we have on- 
ly to conſider the late pernicious councils 
that had nearly induced our mild monarch 
to bring ſlaughter to his capital. Yes; it 
certainly was the intention of the court 
to attack Paris with an army, which, led 
on by ſome preſumptuous and flaviſh-minded 

noblemen, 
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noblemen, was to enforce ſubmiſſion by de- | 


vaſtation, and to eſtabliſhauthority by nLooD. 
Nay more; this horrid plan was con- 


certed under the auſpices of an exaled Female 


Fizad, and was to have been executed by i- 
ftrious aſſaſſins and rayal miſereants. Yet, by 
the bleſſing of Heaven, it has failed. An 


army of Frenchmen diſdlained to maſſacre 


their brethren ; but nobly joined themſelves 


in ſupport of the common cauſe. 

By ſuch conduct they have not only co- 
vered themſelves with laurels, which no 
time can wither, but they have alſo taught 
an uſeful leſſon to deſpotiſm, and have ſha- 
ken the ſecurity of AL L TYRANTS. 

But though the country has thus eſca- 


ped perdition, let us not be vainly de- 


luded, or ſuppoſe a merit where it does 
not exiſt ; let us follow the example of 


the ANCIENT BRITONS, and with- 


hold from our chief magiſtrate the POWER 
of doing EVIL —Let him confer bene- 


ſits, but not lid eliaſtiſement. Let him 
pardon, but not condemn, | 
Advanced ſo far in the great work of 
national reformatioa, powerful and col- 
lected as we are, it behoves us to avoid 
licentiouſneſs and diforder. The enemies 
of the people deſerve puniſhment ; but as 
Mex, they have a right to a fair trial. 


We ought indeed at this time to be ſe- 


vere, 
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rere, and perhaps implacable; but at this 


time alſo we mult be JUST. 
The firit energy of a free people conhils 


in the due enforcement of wholeſome and 


impartial laws, without which all muſt be 


anarchy, violence, and deſolation. 
The adminiſtration of the laws of En- 
gland is the firſt boaſt of the inhabitants 


of that country; yet by facilitatin 


the 

mode of obtaining juſtice for all — of 
men, I truſt we ſhall go beyond them, 
and be as much ſuperior to them in this 
reſpect, as I doubt not we ſhall be by the 
poſſeſſion of GENERAL FREEDOM. 
Let us then take warning from the viſi- 


ble decay in the Britiſh conſtitution ; let 
us prevent corruption, and render court- 


ly influence impoſſible, and let us never 
ſuffer ourſelves to be governed by artificial 


_ majorities, or inſolent miniſters; for, from 
ſuch cauſes, it is more than probable that 


Great Britain will gradually iink into the 
wretched ſtate of civil ſlavery, from which 
we have ſo recently eſcaped. Nor have 
we any reaſon to reſpect or imitate the 
apparent principles of the preſent leading 
men in that country ; for do we not know 
that a Lord Camelford, a near relative, 
and an intimate friend of the renowned 


Mr. Pitt, has dared, with a preſumption 


equal to his folly, to publih a flimſy work, 
4 here, 
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here, in ſupport of arbitrary power, 2 mm 
in oppoſition to the deareſt rights of men. 5 
If ſuch vipers are generated in Britain, 
they ſhall ſcatter their venom ineffectual- 
ly in this liberated land; and ſhould Zx- 
gliſhmen be ſo Ig as to approve, France 
ſhall have the virtue to deteſt them. I 

O my dear — what a raptu- 
rous proſpe&t now ns itſelf to our 
view— what a fight of glory and exulta- 
tion! Twenty-four milk ne of inhabitants, 
in the fineſt 3 molt fertile country in 
the world, regaining, at once, their na- 
tural rights, and — into — 
_ Unſpeakable delight! orance, 
preſſion, Servility, and Pectudice, tl 


diſappear, while Wiſdom, Genius, and — 


tue, ſhall riſe triumphant ; we ſhall hence- 
forth be unrivalled in renown, unmatched 
in induſtry, unequalled in riches, invin- 
- cible in arms.—Frenchmen ſhall be the 
admiration of the globe, and France its 
everlaſtin 5 Paradiſe ! | 
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